EAESLHSA Land of VinesBird’s-Eye Vie
I The vine typifies the sacrificing Christ, the Christ who

sacrificed everything of Himself, and out of His sacrifice Hel

produced new wine to cheer God and man B8 agk:FA
land of wheat and barley and vines...; a land of olive trees
with oil and of honey. Judg. 9:13 But the vine said to them,
Shall | leave my new wine, which cheers God and men,
and go to wave over the trees? Psa. 104:14 He causes the
grass to grow for the cattle, / And herbage for man’s use, /
That he may bring forth food from the earth: 15 ... Oil that
makes his face shine, / And bread that sustains man’s
heart. E Christ is the wind producer, sacrificing Himself to
produce wine to cheer God and others. E As the vine,
Christ produces happiness for God and happiness for
others.

Il IF we contact the Christ typified by the vine and
experience His sacrificing life, He will energize us to live a
life of sacrifice, producing wine to make others and God
gETofel Rom. 12:1 | exhort you therefore, brothers,
through the compassions of God to present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, well pleasing to God, which is your
reasonable service. Eph. 5:2 And walk in love, even as
Christ also loved us and gave Himself up for us, an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor. John 15:4
Abide in Me and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you
unless you abide in Me. 5 | am the vine; you are the
branches. He who abides in Me and | in him, he bears
much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. E
Under the Lord’s sovereignty, we may be put into
situations where we need to sacrifice ourselves to make
others happy: ﬂ If in the midst of such a situation we
contact the Lord, we will experience Him as the wine-
producing vine, as the One who gives cheer to God and to
others. E Theissue of experiencing Christ as the vine is that
in Him, by Him, with Him, and through Him we become a
vine that produces something to cheer God and man. E If
we experience Christ in this aspect of His all-inclusiveness,
we will have much wine to drink, and we will be “drunken”
and “mad” with Christ, filled with joy in the Lord. E In
ourselves we are not able to live a life of sacrifice, for our
life is a natural life, a selfish life.

Il By experiencing Christ as the wine-producing vine and

by being filled with Him as the new wine, we may become

a drink offering in Him and with HimZCEMeEHTilsle
Jacob set up a pillar in the place where He had spoken with
him, a pillar of stone; and he poured out a drink offering on
it and poured oil on it. E A drink offering typifies Christ as
the One poured out as the real wine before God for His

satisfaction: ﬂ The drink offering was in addition to the
basic offerings, and it was poured out on one of the basic
offerings. E The wine of the drink offering was poured out
for God's satisfaction; it was poured out for God to drink:E
Christ poured out His being unto God. E Christ is the
heavenly, spiritual wine poured out to God for His
pleasure; He poured Himself out as wine to make God
happy. E The drink offering typifies not only Christ Himself
but also the Christ who saturates us with Himself as
heavenly wine until He and we become one to be poured
out for God’s enjoyment and satisfaction and for God’s
building: Phil. 2:17 But even if | am being poured out as a
drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, |
rejoice, and | rejoice together with you all. ﬂ The drink
offering is a type of Christ as the heavenly wine who is
enjoyed by the offerer, filing him and causing him to
become wine to God. Eph. 5:2 And walk in love, even as
Christ also loved us and gave Himself up for us, an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor. E Jacob
poured out a drink offering on the pillar at Bethel,
indicating that the drink offeringis for God'’s building. 2 Cor.
12:15 But|, | will most gladly spend and be utterly spent
on behalf of your souls. If I love you more abundantly, am
| loved less?

IV The apostle Paul became a drink offering that was

poured out upon the sacrifice and service of the saints
iE=Ngk 2 Tim. 4:6 For |am already being poured out,and the
time of my departure is at hand. E The wine of the drink
offering in Philippians 2:17 and 2 Timothy 4:6 is the Christ
(wine) of Matthew 9:17 who had saturated Paul and had
made him wine. Matt. 9:17 Neither do they put new wine
into old wineskins; otherwise, the wineskins burst, and the
wine pours out, and the wineskins are ruined; but they put
new wine into fresh wineskins, and both are preserved.E
Paul became a drink offering for the church; this indicates
that the drink offering is not only for the worship of God
but especially for God’s building. E Based upon the
principle that the drink offering required a basic offering,
Paul regarded the sacrifice and service of the believers’
faith as the basic offering upon which he could pour out
himself as a drink offering:ﬂ Faith hereincludes all that the
believers have experienced and enjoyed of Christ;
ultimately, it includes what the believers themselves are.E
The basic offering upon which Paul could pour himself out
as a drink offering was the faith of the believers in Philippi:
E Itis the believers’ faith, not the believers themselves, that
isa sacriﬁce.E Faith, the word, and the Spirit are one. Rom.
10:17 So faith comes out of hearing, and hearing through
the word of Christ. E Faith in Philippians 2:17 is the sum




total of our experience, enjoyment, and gain of Christ:E
Our experience, enjoyment, and gain of Christ become a
sweet sacrifice offered to God. E Through the enjoyment
of Christ, we experience Christ, gain Christ, and possess
Christ,and our being s constituted of Christ; in this way our
faith becomes a sacrifice, which can be offered to God and
upon which the drink offering can be poured.

CP1If you experience and enjoy Christ as the

vine, you can sacrifice yourself and make the

IThe vine typifies the sacrificing Christ, the Christ
who sacrificed everything of Himself, and out o
His sacrifice He produced new wine to cheer
CleloBENCMNENT Judg. 9:13 But the vine said to
them, Shall | leave my new wine, which cheers
God and men...? Christ is the wine producer,
sacrificing Himself to produce wine to cheer God
and others. EAS the vine, Christ produces
happiness for God and happiness for others.

llIf we contact the Christ typified by the vine and
experience His sacrificing life, He will energize us

to live a life of sacrifice, producing wine to make

and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can
you unless you abide in Me. 5 | am the vine; you
are the branches. He who abides in Me and | in
him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you
can do nothing. Only the life of Christ is a life
of sacrifice. Christ as the sacrificing Lamb lives
in us, energizing us to sacrifice ourselves for
others to bring them cheer and to make them
happy. If we contact the Lord and experience
His sacrificing life, He will energize and
strengthen us to sacrifice for God and for others:
EThe more we experience Christ as the vine with
His sacrificing life, the more we will be energized
to sacrifice ourselves to make God and others
happy. EWe will be "drunken" with happiness,
realizing that the happiest person is the one who
is the most unselfish. EWe will bring happiness
to those who contact us, and we will bring cheer
to God.

Several years ago when | was in Taipei, Taiwan,
a good number of brothers and sisters came and
stayed with us to receive some spiritual help.
One sister among them was always murmuring,
always complaining. When she took a bath, the
water was not hot enough; when she ate a meal,

the food was too cold. All day long it was, “Why
this?” and “Why that?”...No one was happy with
her because she simply had not learned to
sacrifice herself. She had never learned how to
apply the sacrificing Christ to her situation. She
herself was not a happy person, and she did not
make anyone else happy. She was short of wine.
She had no experience of Christ as the wine
producer, sacrificing Himself to produce wine
for others and for God.

A branch of a vine cannot live by itself, for it
will wither and die apart from the vine...What
we are, what we have, and what we do must be
in the Lord and by the Lord in us. Therefore, it is
crucial for us to abide in the Lord and for the
Lord to abide in us.

Application to young people, college students, new ones
| am a mother of two children. My
husband's work is very busy and | am also
working and living a life of housework and
childcare, so when | had time, my body was tired
and | wanted to take a break. But | have
experienced that when | come into contact with
Christ, the Vine, through prayer to the Lord and
pray- reading of His Word, His life of sacrifice
grew in me and His life energized me.

When the brothers and sisters from Yilan,
Taiwan came to Kobe for blending, we heard the
testimony of brother and sister Hou, who had no
children but borrowed children from other
districts to practice the children's small group,
and we decided to do the same in our home. |
am now practicing the children's small group at
home every Friday night. | prepare a simple meal,
sing children's hymns, and read stories about
character. | often prayed with my children to
invite their friends to Children's small Group. |
also sang children's hymns with my children at
home. The atmosphere in the house has
changed, the children became more interested
in their friends, and the children are very happy
because their friends came to their house and
preached the gospel to them. The children love
to come to my house and their mothers are
happy too. Hallelujah, thank the Lord. | dwell in
the Lord and He dwells in me. | cannot be a
sacrifice in my natural life, but the life of
Sacrifice of Christ lives in me, energizing me to
sacrifice my break time for the sake of those




around me, energizing them and making them
happy.

Oh Lord Jesus, If | don't learn to apply
Christ who became sacrifice to my situation, |
will become a grumble-filled person. Only the
life of Christ is the life of sacrifice. Christ, who is
the life of sacrifice, lives in me and energizes me
to be able to sacrifice myself. In an environment
where | am tempted to complain, let me apply
Christ and produce wine to make people and
God happy.

CP2 By experiencing Christ as the life of]
sacrifice, we can be saturated by Christ, and
become wine to cheer God and man.

Il By experiencing Christ as the wine-producing
vine and by being filled with Him as the new,
wine, we may become a drink offering in Him
i Wzilg¥ Gen. 35:14 And Jacob set up a
pillarin the place where He had spoken with him,
a pillar of stone; and he poured out a drink
offering on it and poured oil on it. EThe drink
offering typifies not only Christ Himself but also
the Christ who saturates us with Himself as
heavenly wine until He and we become one to
be poured out for God’s enjoyment and
satisfaction and for God’s building:Phil.2:17 But
even if | am being poured out as a drink offering
upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, |
rejoice, and | rejoice together with you all. The
drink offering is a type of Christ as the heavenly
wine who is enjoyed by the offerer, filling him
and causing him to become wine to God: E By
experiencing Christ as the offerings, we become
persons who are filled and saturated with Christ.
@The Christ whom we experience subjectively
as the offerings becomes wine in us, causing us
to be ecstatically happy and joyful. [§ Eventually,
we are saturated with Christ as the heavenly
wine and are one with the wine and even
become wine; in this way we are qualified to be
a drink offering. Eph. 5:2 And walk in love, even
as Christ also loved us and gave Himself up for
us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-
smelling savor. M Jacob poured out a drink
offering on the pillar at Bethel, indicating that
the drink offering is for God’s building: E The
wine poured out at Bethel is not the direct wine
from the winepress; it is the indirect wine from
those who enjoy Christ as wine and who are

saturated with Christ as wine. B In Bethel, in
God’s house, the church as the Body of Christ,
we eventually need to be poured out as a drink
offering. 2 Cor. 12:15 But I, | will most gladly
spend and be utterly spent on behalf of your
souls. If | love you more abundantly, am | loved
less?

Jacob twice set up a pillar in Bethel. The first
time he did not pour a drink offering upon the
pillar; he simply poured oil upon it. The reason
Jacob poured oil but not wine upon the pillar the
first time was that in the Bible oil does not
require very much experience on our part, but
wine depends upon our experience....In chapter
28 he could not pour out the drink offering. But
twenty years later, after he had been touched
by the Lord and had been somewhat
transformed, he returned to Bethel. Because he
had had some experience, he had wine to pour
out upon the pillar as a drink offering to the Lord.
Application to businesspersons, graduate students
| have employed more than 20 saints
over a period of approximately 10 years since |
was 44 years old. | fellowshipped with my wife
and took their spiritual welfare into
consideration when | employed them. Some of
them were excellent; others, although they tried
their best, were clearly inferior to their
colleagues. HR of the company has repeatedly
requested that these people be laid off. | prayed
with the brothers and sisters that this HR claim
would be removed, but we could not do so.
There | found that the Lord was not working for
them to stay, so | changed direction and helped
them to change jobs. At that time, | decided to
leave the company, thinking, "If | am going to let
them leave the company, for whatever reason, |
must also leave." But then one relatively small
department of the company heard that | was
leaving and requested that | come to their
department. | prayed and replied that if | could
take 5 of my staff (4 were brothers and sisters)
with me, | could go. That request was accepted,
so | was transferred to that department and
stayed in the company.

After that, | had various experiences of being
oppressed. Often Satan used their failures to
attack them, but because | defended them, HR
has attacked me many times. The drink offering




is mainly for the building of God. | prayed as
follows, “Oh Lord Jesus, You loved me and You
were oppressed and poured out on the cross for
me. It is for my sins to be forgiven and for me to
receive God's life and function for the building.
Thank the Lord. Now | rejoice to be sacrificed,
oppressed, and poured out for the saints, for the
building of the church.” | prayed in this way,
based on the truth of the Bible in the suffering,
but each time | prayed, | was anointed inside.

| was able to endure the experience of being
oppressed in the Lord in my business life
because | had the burden of being a pattern for
businesspersons to follow for the building of the
church. | always thought about being an
overcoming businessperson for the building, to
encourage the brothers and sisters of
businesspersons. | believe the Lord heard my
prayer and request and blessed me. The more |
was oppressed by the company, the more the
church grew in number and was built up.
Oh Lord Jesus, | can be a person filled and
saturated by Christ by experiencing Him as the
offering. If | experience Christ as the offering, He
becomes wine in me, and | can be filled with the
joy that makes me forget myself. Ultimately, |
can be saturated by Christ, the heavenly wine,
and become one with the wine, even the wine
that cheers God and man for the building of the
church.
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