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The Service That Is from God Service for the Building up of the church #4

l. Like Abraham, we
should believe in God
as the unique source,
as the One who “calls
the things not being
as being” (Rom. 4:
17) :

A. As the creating God, He needs no material to work with; He can create something out of nothing simply by speaking.

B. To know God as the Father is to know that He is
the source, the unique Initiator, and that everything
originates from Him and proceeds out from Him:
Rom. 11:36 Because out from Him and through
Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the

glory forever. Amen.

1. God the Father is the only legitimate Originator in the universe, and His Holy
Spirit is the only legitimate Initiator in our hearts.

2. God must be the Originator of all spiritual work, and His will must govern the
beginnings of all our service

Matt. 7:21 Not every one who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter into the kingdom
of the heavens, but he who does the will of My Father who is in the heavens.

Il. All our work and
service in the church
must be initiated by
God and must be
according to His
desire:

Phil. 2:13 Him
therefore | hope to
send immediately, as
soon as | see how
things go with me.
Eph. 1:9 Making
known to us the
mystery of His will
according to His good
pleasure, which He
purposed in Himself.

A. Genuine service comes only from God, not from us; only that which is initiated by God is service according to revelation.

B. Anything that is initiated or started by man,
regardless of how much it is for God, is a

religious activity:

1. In God’s eyes this kind of activity is not His service or His work.

2. God considers only what He has initiated and started as a service and work for
Him.

C. In all our service we should have a regard for God and fear God; we should be fearful that what we are doing for God is not
initiated by God but by ourselves.

D. We must learn deep
within that God wants only
our cooperation; He does
not need us to do anything
for Him:

1. God wants us to cooperate with Him, but He does not want us to initiate anything.

2. We must stop all our opinions, decisions, and ideas and let God speak, come in, and command.

3. All those who serve God must see a principle: God’s work needs man’s cooperation, but it does not
need man’s initiation.

4. We need to stop everything of ourselves in order to know God’s will.

Rom. 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of
the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and well pleasing and
perfect.

5. The unique prerequisite for receiving God’s revelation is, by dying, to stop our speaking, our
opinion, our view, and our self.

6. In the matter of serving God, we must stop ourselves in order to give God the absolute
opportunity to speak.

E. Those who serve the Lord
need to see that their
service must originate from
God:

1. If we see this and are enlightened inwardly, we will not dare to initiate anything related to the
service of God

2. In our service to the Lord we must have a definite experience and come to a clear point of being
enlightened by the Lord to see that our service must be of God, not of ourselves.




lll. In 2 Corinthians 3:5
and 6 there are two
different sources of
service:

2 Cor. 3:5 Not that we
are sufficient of
ourselves to account
anything as from
ourselves; but our
sufficiency is from
God,

6 Who has also made
us sufficient as
ministers of a new
covenant, ministers
not of the letter but of
the Spirit; for the
letter kills, but the
Spirit gives life.

A. These two sources are
ourselves and God:

1. “Ourselves” in verse 5 is joined with “letter” in verse 6, and “God” in verse 5 is one with “Spirit” in
verse 6.

2. Serving God by the letter is actually serving God by ourselves, and serving God by the Spirit is
serving God by God Himself.

3. Just as the service by the letter is the service in ourselves and from ourselves, so also the service
of the Spirit is the service in God and from God.

B. There are only two kinds
of services with two kinds of
sources: one kind of service
is by the letter and from
ourselves, and the other
kind is by the Spirit and from

God:

1. The service that is from ourselves takes ourselves as its source, and it is performed by us
according to the ordinances and rituals of the letter; it can be carried out by us outside of God and
independently of God, without any need to rely on God, seek God, or have fellowship with God.

2. The service that is from God a. This kind of service is from God’s revelation, relies on the
requires us to rely on God, seek Holy Spirit of God, and is for God’s purpose.

God, fellowship with God, be in b. This kind of service requires us to live in the spirit and by the
God, and absolutely take God as sense of the spirit, walking according to the leading of the
our source: Spirit.

C. The service
that is from
God requires us
to have
fellowship with
God and not be
detached from
God:

1. Serving God requires a moment-by-moment, fresh contact with God.

2. Every service that is from God and pleasing to Him is carried out by contacting and touching Him; we serve Him
while contacting Him.

3. If we serve outside of God, regardless of whether it is by our zeal or anything else, our service is not from God
and therefore has no spiritual value.

a. On the one hand, He operates within us, and on the other hand, we serve Him outwardly.

4. A service that

. b. This kind of service is an activity issuing out of God’s operation within us; outwardly we are
is from God and

serving Him, yet inwardly He is operating.

has spiritual
value must be
one in which we
are joined to

(1) Paul served God because he gave and yielded
himself to the indwelling God, putting his mind,
emotion, and will under God’s control to be occupied
and filled with God.

c. Paul was serving God, but his
serving was a matter of God operating
in him:

God and in . -
feIIowshin with Col. 1:29 For which also | labor, (2) Because Paul was moved by God inwardly,

. - struggling according to His operation | there was a strength that compelled him to serve
Him by abiding . . . . .. N ey L
in Him: which operates in me in power. God outwardly; it was God in him, mingling with him

and motivating him to serve.

D. The source of our service should be God, it should be the spirit, it should be God’s operation in us, and it should be the
operation, direction, and leading of the Spirit of God in our spirit; only the service that comes out of these things is the service that
is from God. 1 Cor. 8:6 Yet to us there is one God, the Father, out from whom are all things, and we are unto Him; and one Lord,
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and we are through Him.




Experience (Business life model)

@ 1ask [a brother], “What then do you mean when you say you can do nothing apart
from Him?” He answered, “The Lord has shown me that | can do anything, but that He
has said, ‘Apart from me ye can do nothing.” So it comes to this, that everything | have
done and can still do apart from Him is nothing!” We have to come to that valuation. |
do not mean to say we cannot do a lot of things, for we can. We can take meetings and
build churches, we can go to the ends of the earth and found missions, and we can
seem to bear fruit; but remember that the Lord’s word is: “Every plant which my
heavenly Father planted not, shall be rooted up” (Matt. 15:13). God is the only
legitimate Originator in the universe, and His Holy Spirit is the only legitimate initiator in
our hearts.

Christ is the vine, you are the branch. As a branch you can never bear fruit apart from

the vine. At first glance you seem to be able to do whatever you want to do, but no matter
how much you could accomplish apart from the Lord, God cannot be pleased and without
His guidance, you cannot be abundant in fruit bearing. That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. (John 3:6) For as many as are led by
the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. (Rom. 8:14) He who lives in the Lord, fills with
the Spirit, and listens to the instant Word of the Lord will be guided and blessed by the
Lord in his day-to-day operations that his work becomes synergistic and will prosper more
as it goes. If you work apart from the Lord, you will be twisted around by the busy work
and you can never be able to control your business. As a result, it becomes extremely
difficult for each work to have its synergistic effect. Therefore, even in business life, you
cannot do anything apart from the Lord. You ought to live in the Lord as a secret to the
success of your business life.
@ When the friends of Job were arguing with him, God was very patient. He stepped
aside and let everyone speak; He came in to speak only after everyone was finished.
The unique prerequisite to receiving God’s revelation is to stop our speaking, our
opinion, our view, and our self. While it is easy to say the word stop, it is not so easy to
stop. The best way for us to stop is to die; once we die, we stop. God’s counsel is
darkened by man’s words. A person’s opinion is expressed in his word, and his word
represents his opinion. According to God, man’s words darken His counsel.
Consequently, when Job spoke, God hid Himself. Later Job realized that God remained
silent when he spoke. When we have an opinion and want to initiate something, God
stops and hides Himself. This is what we need to see.

Your workplace, colleagues, boss and so forth are arranged by the Lord for your
benefits. If you love the Lord, these environments will be used by God and will help to
transform you. So, do not think you are being constrained to meaningless business life.
You may think this colleague is hard to please, the boss is too difficult or not capable
enough. Do not try to assist the Lord by insisting on your own senses and opinions. Since
natural people judge things on the outside, you think of your friend as enemy, and think
the enemy as your friend, you fall into great confusion. What you need is to trust in God,

be thankful to God, crucify your opinions on the cross, listen to the voice of the Lord, and
simply following Him.

) There is other indirect evidence that shows whether a work is of God. If a certain
work is not of God, the brothers and sisters often are not willing to carry it out. However,
if a certain work is of God, the brothers and sisters are able to labor together. This is
very good, but even if the brothers and sisters have some difficulty in laboring together,
this is not necessarily a problem, because the work is not their responsibility. Those
who are sent by the Lord are often quite patient. When a person is doing his own work,
he will be anxious for success, but if he is doing the Lord’s work, he will not be anxious,
because it is the Lord’s business. If we want to determine whether a person’s work is of
God or of himself, we only need to see if he is anxious in the work. If a person’s work is
according to God’s sending, the sent one will not be anxious, and there will not be many
opinions.

While following through your work, the decision on whether to adopt the method
should not be decided by whether the difficulty level is high or not. You need to pay
attention to whether the method is coming from God, whether it has God’s blessing,
whether righteousness is executed or not. If it is coming from God, even if the difficulty is
high, your subordinates and surrounding people will gladly execute it under the blessings
of God. Also because the ability is of God, you can simply move forward without worrying
about failing or succeeding it. In addition, not only services in the church, but the working
ability will also become one with the Lord, you need to execute the ability that is coming
from God.

@ Paul served God not because he was happy and convinced and therefore made up
his mind to do something for God. No! He served God because he gave and yielded
himself to the indwelling God, putting his mind, emotion, and will under God’s control
to be occupied and filled by God. In this way God was able to gain all the ground in him
and to operate in him through His Spirit, motivating him to work and serve. Because he
was moved by God inwardly, there was a strength that compelled him to serve
outwardly. He was not compelled by his own zeal or his mind, emotion, and will. No! It
was God in him, mingling with him and motivating him to serve. This service did not
come out of himself; instead, it came out of God. Apparently, it was he serving; actually,
it was God operating and motivating within him.

Col. 1:29 For which also I labor, struggling according to His operation which operates in
me in power.

The former CEO of GE, which is said to be the greatest manager of the 20th century,
said that in order to carry out an excellent job, one must be filled with energy inside and
energize the people around. The Lord can energize your spirit with a sevenfold intensified
spirit. And after you are filled with the Lord inside, the Lord flows out from you like a river
flowing to the others. If you are filled with spirit, filled with energy inside, and can
energize the people around, you definitely can become a brilliant business person.
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