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The Recovery of the Church Life ( The bird’ s eye view, Hymn 1220)

The Recovery Of The Church#5

Overview : Before the Lord Jesus comes back, He will definitely recover the proper church life. Nothing touches the Lord’ s heart as much as the recovery of the church life. We need to

consecrate ourselves to the Lord for the recovery of the church life which the Lord loves. We need to learn to be inward Christians who are being transformed for the recovery of the church
life and to have a Christian life (working life, marriage life and family life etc) that lives Christ. In order to do that, we exercise our spirit, set our mind on the spirit, have the spirit of the mind
and express Christ outwardly. Thus we practice the healthy new life which is to flow the blessing of God to people around us and are headed up in Christ. Also the church life is in the mutual

fellowship and expresses the Christ corporately. We need to pray for such a recovery of the church life.
I . The church life is Christ lived out through us in a corporate way:
A. The church life is a life in which we take Christ as our life and our person.
B. The Christian life is not a religious life; it is a life that is Christ Himself lived out through us.

C. When we live Christ, He joins us together in oneness, and Christ will be lived out through us in a
corporate way.
D. Christ Himself is our life, and He is the Spirit within us; the church life is Christ Himself realized as
life and as the life—giving Spirit dwelling in us.
E. The way to practice the church life is to put ourselves and everything on the cross and take Christ
as life; then we will be permeated and saturated by Christ and with Christ.]
F. We need to learn to be inward Christians who are being transformed for the practice of the church life:
1. The church life is Christ Himself as the Spirit permeating, saturating, and transforming us.

2. The church life is a transformed life, not a natural life; it is Christ Himself as the subjective Spirit
living within us.
3. The more we are transformed and filled with Christ, the more we will be living, real, and practical
members of Christ and realize the genuine church life.
4. If we are transformed, it will be easy for us to be joined, knit, and built up together with others; this
is to be built up in the church life.

I . Before the Lord Jesus
comes back, He will fully
recover the proper church
life:

A. Nothing touches the
Lord’ s heart as much as
the recovery of the church
life.

B. In this present age,
before His coming back, the
Lord must have the church
life to shame His enemy.

C. No matter what Satan
does to damage the church,
the Lord Jesus will return,
and His church will be
waiting for Him.J

Il. The genuine experience of Christ always
issues in and requires the church life:
A. The more we experience Christ, the more
something within requires that we live in the
proper church life.
B. When we experience Christ in a genuine
and living way, He will require us to get into
the church life because the dispensing of
Christ into us is for the producing of the
church.
C. God dispenses Himself into us as
everything for the purpose of gaining His
corporate expression, which is the church.
D. When we take Christ as our life, our
person, and our everything, this Christ within
us will require the proper church life; in fact,
the Christ in us will become the church life.

[V. The church life is a life of being
headed up under the unique headship of
Christ: ]

A. God is heading up His chosen ones to
be the Body of Christ, with Christ as the
Head:

1. The first step in the heading up of all
things in Christ is for God to place His
sons under the unique headship of Christ.
2. When the church takes the lead to be
headed up under the headship of Christ,
God has a way to head up all other things.
B. In the proper church life we are being
headed up in Christ:

1. If we do not know what it is to be
headed up in Christ, we cannot know the
church.

2. In the church life we are taking the
lead to be headed up in Christ; for this we
need to grow up into the Head, Christ, in
all things.

V . Fellowship is the reality of the

church life:

A. This fellowship involves not
only the oneness between us and
the Triune God but also the
oneness among all the believers.]
B. The church is the fellowship, the|
communion, the co—participation,
the mutual enjoyment of Christ.

C. Fellowship also implies a mutual
flowing among the believers:

1. In the New Testament,
fellowship describes the flowing
both between us and the Lord and
between us and one another.

2. The flow, the current, that we
have in our spiritual fellowship
involves both oneness and life; our
fellowship is a flow of oneness.

3. This fellowship, this mutual
flowing, is the reality of the church
life.

VI. The church life is the continuation

of the divine glorification—the
continuation of Christ being glorified by
the Father with the divine glory:

A. Glory is the expression of the divine
life and the divine nature:

1. If we live by the divine life and nature,
we will express the divine glory.

2. The more we live by the divine life and
the divine nature, the more divine glory
there will be in the church.

3. The expression of this glory is the
glorification of the Lord Jesus.]

B. The divine glorification began with the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and it is
continuing today.

C. The church has been produced in this
glorification, and it continues to grow in
the divine glorification.

D. Whatever the church does in the
matter of fruit—bearing is a continuation ol
the divine glorification.

VL. The church life is the corporate expression of
Christ:
A. The key to the church life as the expression of
Christ is the spirit of the mind:
1. If we live according to the spirit of the mind, there
will be in the church life an expression of the divine
character.
2. We will be a corporate people with the flavor of
Christ and the expression of God.
B. In our virtues of lowliness, meekness, long—suffering,
and love, there should be the expression of Christ as
the embodiment of the Triune God.
C. The church life must be filled with the aroma and
flavor of Christ and with the character of God; such a
living is the living of the Triune God through our
humanity.
D. For centuries the Lord has been longing for such a
church life:
1. We pray that before long this kind of church life will
be fully practiced among us in the Lord’ s recovery.
2. May the Lord be satisfied by seeing such an
expression of Himself through the recovery of the

genuine church life throughout the earth.]
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Experience@ : Through your outward situation, learn to be an inward Christian

The church life is Christ Himself as the Spirit permeating, saturating, and
transforming us. When we are fully transformed and are full of Christ, we will become
the living, real, practical members of Christ. Then it will be easy for us to be joined, knit,
and built up together with others. This is to be built up, not with something natural as
wood, grass, and stubble but with something transformed as gold, silver, and precious
stones....The church is organic, something growing up in life.

In order to have the church life, we need to go to the cross and take care of Christ,
who is the wonderful Spirit within us. We need to take care of our inner feeling, inner
guidance, inner shining, and inner registration. If we would go to the cross and realize
Christ within us, we will be clear. All problems are solved by the cross. This is why in 1
Corinthians 2:2 the apostle Paul told the believers that he did not determine to know
anything among them except Jesus Christ and this One crucified. The church life is a
transformed life, not a natural life. It is Christ Himself, not as an objective doctrine but
as the subjective Spirit living within us.

Do not try to change yourself outwardly. That is false. You have to be transformed
from within to become a living member of the Body; then you will realize the genuine
church life. This is what we need today.

For junior/senior high school students

We need to learn to be inward Christians who are being transformed for the practice
of the normal church life. For example, in the relationship with your teacher or
classmates, you experience the situation where misunderstanding causes another
misunderstanding, creating unpleasant atmosphere. Say, this is your outward situation.
In such case, you first need to return to the Lord within and pray, “Lord Jesus. | don’t
know why | fell into such confused situation. | want to learn to be an inward Christian
through this. Oh, Lord Jesus. Please speak to me inwardly, so that | may see my sin,
shortcomings and weakness, confess them and adjust my inward. Then | may be able to
know how | can adjust my outward.

An important secret for you is to learn to be an inward Christian to adjust your inward.
Then after your outward is adjusted, any confusions will be normalized gradually. | can
give another example. Let’s say the result of your exam was very bad. In order to make
the such bad result profitable for you, you should exercise your spirit, put your mind on
your spirit, and pray this way; “Oh, Lord Jesus, my test result was not as good as |
expected. But in such situation, let me learn to open my heart to the Lord to have
fellowship with the Lord. Without fellowship with the Lord, | will repeat such failure
again and again. Oh, Lord Jesus, please strengthen my faith. By faith, | treat this failure
as an opportunity to step forward.” If your test result was good, then you should learn
to deal with pride inwardly.

2 Cor 3:16 But whenever their heart turns to the Lord, the veil lies on their heart; 17 And
the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 But we all
with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as the Lord Spirit.

4:1 Therefore having this ministry as we have been shown mercy, we do not lose heart;

Experience(2): All things head up through the heading up of the church in Christ

Today we in the church are taking the lead to be headed up in Christ. If we are not
willing to be headed up in the church life, we shall delay the heading up of all things. In
fact, God will not have a way to accomplish the heading up of all things in Christ if we,
the chosen ones, are not willing to be headed up. But if we are willing for this, God will
say with joy, “These are the pioneers who are taking the lead to be headed up. They are
pioneering the way for Me to head up all things in Christ.” When the church takes the
lead to be headed up in Christ, God has a way to head up all other things.

If you do not know what it is to be headed up in Christ, you cannot know what the
church is. The church is not a heap of fallen people who are still in the collapse. The
church is the heading up of God’s chosen ones under the headship of Christ. In contrast
to the genuine church, today’s Christianity is a heap. Wherever you go in Christianity,
you see one heap after another. The reason there are so many heaps in the
denominations or in the independent Christian groups is that, just as in human society,
there is no heading up. But in the proper church life we are being headed up in Christ.

For young working saints

God heads up his chosen ones, makes them the body of Christ, and Christ the head.
The first step to head up everything in Christ is that God places his children under the
sole headship of Christ. When the church takes the lead and heads up under the
headship of Christ, God gains the path to head up all other things.

In your church life you are taking the lead and being headed up in Christ. Because of
this, you need to grow up into Christ the head, in all things. You are the member of the
body of Christ, you can experience your department being headed up in Christ the head
through you at your workplace. Because God's economy is to head up all things by
heading up the church.

Eph. 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure,
which He purposed in Himself, 10 Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head
up all things in Christ, the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him;

For example, the department you belong to is inefficient in work and sluggish in
achievement. The main reasons for it can be as follows.

i. The leader of the department is lacking the leadership and the members are not
submitting themselves to the leader.

ii. Each individual employee does not work toward one goal collaboratively. Even if you
work hard, mutual collaboration is lacked for each other.

From God's perspective, this situation is a heap of collapse, but it is a good opportunity

for you to experience the lifting of your department through the heading up in Christ.

Even if you are not in the position of leading the department, you need to experience

heading up all things through you. The condition for you to experience this is to enjoy

Christ in the church life and supply Christ to others to build the church. Hallelujah!
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Hymn1220

1.

Remove the veils, Lord, from my heart;
True revelation grant to me;

A vision clear, O Lord, impart

Of Thy recovery.

A vision clear, O Lord, impart

Of Thy recovery.

By revelation | perceive

The power that raised Christ from the dead;
When | by faith this power receive,
| to the church am led.

When | by faith this power receive,
| to the church am led.

Thy mighty power has set me free
From all the world's distracting things;
An entrance to the local church
This mighty power brings.

An entrance to the local church
This mighty power brings.

Once in the local church, | need

To take Thee as my person, Lord;
My outward man each day recede,
My heart is for the Lord.

My outward man each day recede,
My heart is for the Lord.

| take Thee as my person, Lord;

| have been crucified with Thee.
My inner man has been restored;
I'm now indwelt by Thee.

My inner man has been restored;
I'm now indwelt by Thee.

When all Thy members self forsake,
Thy glorious Body, Lord, is known;
When of Thy Person we partake,
The one new man is shown.

When of Thy Person we partake,
The one new man is shown.

The church life is the one new man
In every local church expressed,;
Thy Body is a corporate man,

One person manifest.

Thy Body is a corporate man,

One person manifest.



