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The Reality of the Sin Offering, the Bronze Serpent, and the Destruction of the Devil(Hymn:E296)

Crystallization—Study of Leviticus (1)#7

Overview: As the reality of the sin offering, Christ was “made sin on our behalf”. Christ did not know sin in an experiential way by contact or by personal experience, for in His
nature and substance there was no sin; nevertheless, Christ was made sin (not sinful) on our behalf to be judged by God. As the reality of the sin offering, Christ the Son was sent
“in the likeness of the flesh of sin and concerning sin” so that God could condemn sin in the flesh. . As sinners, we need God’ s salvation, and as those who are snared and troubled
by the devil, we need the Lord Jesus to destroy the works of the devil. “For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil”( I John
3:8).The Greek word translated “destroy” can also be rendered as “bring to nought, make of none effect, do away with, abolish, annul, discard.” Hallelujah, through Christ as the

reality of the sin offering, the devil has been destroyed!
. As the reality of the sin offering, Christ was “made
sin on our behalf”:

A. Christ did not know sin in an experiential way by
contact or by personal experience, for in His nature
and substance there was no sin; nevertheless, Christ
was made sin (not sinful) on our behalf to be judged by
God.

B. Christ died on the cross not only for our sins but
also as sin itself, having been made sin on our behalf
by God:

1. We were not only sinfu—we were sin itself; we were
the constitution of sin, the embodiment of sin.

2. After God laid our sins upon the crucified Christ, God
considered Him the unique sinner.

3. When Christ died for us as our Substitute, God
considered Him not only the sin-bearer but sin itself;
when Christ was crucified, sin was crucified.

4. As the One who was made sin on our behalf, Christ
was judged by God once for all.]

Il. As the reality of the sin offering, Christ the Son was sent “in the likeness of the flesh of sin and concerning sin” so that
God could condemn sin in the flesh:
A. As the Word that was with God and that was God, Christ became flesh :

1. In the Bible, especially in the New Testament, flesh denotes the fallen man, not the God-created man.

2. Our flesh is not only flesh but also sinful flesh; however, the flesh of Christ was not sinful flesh.

3. When the Word became flesh, the flesh of Jesus was joined to fallen man with sinful flesh, but in His flesh there was not
the element of sin; Satan could not enter into Jesus’ flesh.

B. God sent His Son only “in the likeness of the flesh of sin”; the Son did not actually have the flesh of sin but only the form,
the likeness, of the flesh of sin:
1. That the Word became flesh means that the Triune God became a man of flesh in the likeness of a sinful man.

2. Christ became flesh to be indirectly involved with sin—only in the likeness of the flesh of sin but not in the reality.

3. By so doing, God entered into humanity and became one with sinful man; however, He had only the likeness of a sinful man
but not the sin of a sinful man, only the form of a fallen man but not the sinful nature of a fallen man.

4. In His death Christ as a man in the flesh caused sin to be condemned in the flesh by God:

a. The flesh is of sin, and the Son of God did indeed become flesh; however, He had no participation in the sin of the flesh.

b. When God the Father sent God the Son concerning sin and to deal with sin, even to abolish it, He sent Him not in the reality
of the flesh of sin but in the likeness, the appearance, of the flesh of sin.

c. While Christ was on the cross, God condemned sin in the flesh of Jesus Christ, the One who was sent in the likeness of the
flesh of sin.

IIl. “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be lifted up™

A. As the One who was sent by the Father in the likeness of the flesh
of sin, Christ is typified by the bronze serpent in Numbers 21:4-9:1

1. When the children of Israel spoke against God and against
Moses, “Jehovah sent fiery serpents among the people, and they
bit the people, so that many people of Israel died”.

2. God told Moses to make “a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole”;
“Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on the pole; and if a
serpent had bitten any man, when he looked at the bronze
serpent, he lived”.

B. The incident in Numbers 21 was sovereignly prepared by God
to reveal a particular type of Christ:

1. As a serpent in form, the bronze serpent lifted up on a pole is
a type of Christ lifted up on the cross for us:

a. In verse 14 the Lord Jesus applied this type to Himself,
indicating that when He was in the flesh, He was in “the likeness
of the flesh of sin”, which likeness is equal to the form of the
bronze serpent.

IV. “For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that He might destroy the
works of the devil”:

A. As sinners, we need God’ s salvation, and
as those who are snared and troubled by
the devil, we need the Lord Jesus to
destroy the works of the devil.

B. When the Son of God was on earth, He
destroyed the works of the devil:

1. Often Satan’ s work was not obvious; he
hid behind natural phenomena.

2. Although the devil hid behind many natural
phenomena, the Lord Jesus rebuked him.

C. In 1 John 3:8 the Greek word translated
“destroy” may also be translated “undo,
dissolve”:

1. The devil has sinned continually from
ancient times and begets sinners that they
might practice sin with him.

V. “Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He
also Himself in like manner partook of the same, that through
death He might destroy him who has the might of death, that is,
the devil”:

A. The manifestation of the Lord Jesus destroyed the works of
the devil, and the death of the Lord Jesus destroyed the devil
himself.l

B. It was through His being a serpent in form that the Lord Jesus
crushed the head of the old serpent, the devil:

1. The serpent is a symbol of the devil; the Lord Jesus was
crucified as a serpent in form in order to deal with the devil, Satan.
2. In this way He judged the ruler of this world: “Now is the
judgment of this world; now shall the ruler of this world be cast
out”:

a. Satan as the old serpent, the ruler of the world, had injected
himself into man’ s flesh.

b. Through His death on the cross in the likeness of the flesh of
sin, the Lord destroyed Satan, who is in man’s flesh.

c. By judging Satan in this way, the Lord also judged the world,




b. The bronze serpent had only the form of the serpent but was
without the serpent’ s poison; Christ was lifted up only as a
serpent in form, for He did not have the poisonous nature of a
serpent.

2. As sinful human beings, we actually are serpentine; in our fallen
nature we are children of the old serpent, the devil:

a. We are all serpentine beings with the poison of the serpent in
our nature; in our fallen nature we are not only sinful—we are
serpentine as well.

b. In the sight of God, the entire fallen human race consists of
poisonous serpents.

3. Because we are such serpents, we needed a Substitute; we
needed Christ to die for us in the form of a serpent but without
the poisonous element of the serpent.]

2. For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that He might undo and destroy
the sinful deeds of the devil, that is,
condemn, through His death on the cross in
the flesh, sin initiated by him, the evil one;
destroy the power of sin, the sinful nature of
the devil; and take away both sin and sins.

which is hanging on Satan; hence, the Lord’ s being lifted up caused
the world to be judged and its ruler to be cast out.

C. In His crucifixion Christ destroyed the devil:

1. In verse 14 the Greek word translated “destroy” can also be
rendered as “bring to nought, make of none effect, do away with,
abolish, annul, discard.”

2. In His humanity and through His work on the cross, Christ has
destroyed the devil.

3. Christ died not only as the Substitute of fallen men, who had
been bitten by the serpent, but also to destroy the devil.

D. Hallelujah, through Christ as the reality of the sin offering, the
devil has been destroyedL]

Day1]: Rom6:10 For the death which He died. He died to sin once for all- but the lite

which He lives, He lives to God.

2 Corb.21 Him who did not know sin He made sin on our behalf that we might become

the righteousness of God in Him.

Day2: John1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld
His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.
Rom8:3 For that which the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God,
sending His own Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin and concerning sin, condemned

sin in the flesh,

Day3|: Gen6:3 And Jehovah said. My Spirit will not strive with man forever, for he indeed

Is flesh; so his days will be one hunadred twenty years.

] Tim3:16 And confessedly, great is the mystery of godliness. He who was manifested
n the flesh, Justified in the Spirit. Seen by angels, Preached among the nations, Believed

on in the world, Taken up in glory.

: John3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, 15 That every one who believes into Him may have eternal life.
Num21:8 Then Jehovah said to Moses, Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and
everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.9 And Moses made a bronze serpent
and set it on the pole; and if a serpent had bitten any man, when he looked at the

bronze serpent, he lived.

Dayb|: 7 John3:8 He who practices sin is of the devi because the devil has sinned from
the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy

the works of the devil

Heb2:714 Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He also Himself in
lke manner partook of the same, that through death He might destroy him who has the

might of death, that is, the devil

Day6|: John12:31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the ruler of this world be

cast out.

16:17 And concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged

the likeness of the flesh of
sin (Jesus)
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Satan tried again and
again to inject sin into
Jesus but failed




Experience@i Because the Son of God was sent in the likeness of the flesh of sin and
concerning sin, God condemned sin in the flesh.

John 1:14 does not say that the Word became a man; it says that the Word became flesh. When the
Son of God became a man, man had become old, and man had become flesh. In the Bible, especially in
the New Testament, flesh denotes fallen man. The Bible tells us that God created man, but God did not
create the flesh. Genesis 1 tells us that after God created man, He “saw everything that He had made,
and indeed, it was very good” (v. 31), indicating that the man God created was very good. In Genesis 3,
however, this God-created man fell, and in Genesis 6 this fallen man became the corrupted, fallen flesh
through sin (v. 3). Romans 3:20 says that out of the works of the law “no flesh shall be justified before
Him.” Flesh here refers to fallen man. In the eyes of God, fallen mankind is simply flesh.

In His death Christ as a man in the flesh caused sin to be condemned in the flesh by God.
Romans 8:3 says, “God, sending His own Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin and concerning
sin, condemned sin in the flesh.” The flesh is of sin, and the Son of God did indeed become
flesh. However, He was only in the likeness of the flesh and had no participation in the sin of
the flesh. According to Romans 8:3, God sent His Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin and
concerning sin so that God might condemn sin in the flesh.

For Junior/Senior High School Students

“The Word, the Son of God, became flesh” means Christ the Son has the human life and nature.
The “flesh” here is the “likeness of the flesh of sin according to Romans 8:3. Because Christ was a
genuine and proper man but did not have sin, His humanity was the “likeness of the flesh of sin”.
As the reality of the sin offering, Christ the Son has been sent “in the likeness of the flesh of sin
and concerning sin,” so that God was able to condemn sin in the flesh.

Rom 8:3 ...God, sending His own Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin and concerning sin,
condemned sin in the flesh,

If Christ were not a man, He could not die as our substitute to solve the problem of sin. And also if

the humanity of Christ were not the likeness of the flesh of sin, His death on the cross was because of
sin and so He was not able to die as our substitute. The word, “the likeness of the flesh of sin” does
have such a meaning. Hallelujah! God eventually was able to condemn sin because Christ was put on
the cross in the likeness of the flesh of sin. Please see the figure in the previous page. While Lord Jesus
was living on the earth, Satan has repeatedly tried to infuse sin into Him, but couldn’t succeed. Then
the Lord died on the cross in the likeness of the flesh of sin, and sin was condemned. Hallelujah!
Rom 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk
according to the flesh but according to the spirit. 5 For those who are according to the flesh
mind the things of the flesh; but those who are according to the spirit, the things of the Spirit.
6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace.

Sin needs to be condemned so that we do not walk according to the flesh but according to
the spirit. Because the effects on the cross are included in the all-inclusive life-giving spirit, if
you do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit, and set your mind on the
spirit, then you will be released from sin and experience to have peace.

For example, you may be jealous when your teacher praise other person. You don't like to
get jealous so you try to exercise your patience, but you see envy is overflowing from within.
This is a work of indwelling sin. In such case, you should return to your spirit and pray to the
Lord, saying, “Lord Jesus. | take you as my sin offering. You have died on the cross in the
likeness of the flesh of sin and so sin was condemned, so that | don’t live according to the
flesh and am not bothered by sin, but | live according to the spirit to be released from sin and
to gain peace. Please save me from being filled with envy. Amen!”

Experience@: Through death Christ has destroyed Satan the devil, who has the might of death

We must believe that the Lord was manifested for the purpose of destroying the works
of the devil....When He was on earth, He destroyed the work of the devil wherever He went.
Often Satan’s work was not obvious; he hid behind natural phenomena. However, the Lord
rebuked him every time. It is clear that He was rebuking Satan when He rebuked Peter’s
speaking, when He rebuked the fever of Peter’s mother-in-law, and when He rebuked the
winds and the waves....\Wherever the Lord went, the power of the devil was shattered. This
is why He said, “But if I, by the Spirit of God, cast out the demons, then the kingdom of God
has come upon you.” In other words, wherever the Lord went, Satan was cast out, and the
kingdom of God was manifested. Satan could not remain where the Lord was.

The devil sins continually from ancient times and begets sinners to practice sin with him.
Hence, for this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might undo and destroy the
devil’s sinful deeds—that is, condemn, through death on the cross in the flesh, sin initiated
by him, the evil one; destroy the power of sin, the sinful nature of the devil; and take away
both sin and sins.

We must believe that through death the Lord Jesus has destroyed him who has the
might of death, the devil. The manifestation of the Lord Jesus destroyed the works of the
devil, and the death of the Lord Jesus destroyed the devil himself.

For working young saints/graduate students

In business life, Satan constantly hinders you from becoming an overcomer, traps you in

unbelief and works on you to make you a defeated Christian. Satan threatens you to listen to
what the boss says, and whispers to you that the company will fire you if not doing more
overtime. The more you listen to such whisper of Satan, the more you tremble with fear. And an
unbelief emerges as to whether the business life is more important than the church life. Under
these circumstances, you need to experience that Christ through His death has destroyed the
devil.
Heb. 2:14 Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He also Himself in like
manner partook of the same, that through death He might destroy him who has the might
of death, that is, the devil, 15 And might release those who because of the fear of death
through all their life were held in slavery.16 For assuredly it is not to angels that He gives
help, but He gives help to the seed of Abraham. 18 For being tempted in that which He
Himself has suffered, He is able to help those who are being tempted.

You must fight not to fall in unbelief. To fight against it, you need to carry out the following.
Before you listen to Satan's whisper, you need to pray-read the Word first to listen to the Lord's
speaking every morning. You wake up in the morning, and after dressing up, you need to come to
the Word first. Faith comes from listening to the Word.

Fellowship with your vital partner, explain your situation and ask for his interceding prayers. At
such time, it is necessary to explain the situation in detail so that he can easily take up the
burden and pray for you. Also, when the situation improves, together you need to praise the
Lord with him.

Call on the Lord’s name also at work, pray with faith in your spirit, "Oh, Lord Jesus, you have
destroyed Satan the devil on the cross. | shall experience this in the trials of my business life.
Satan, you are barking like a lion, trying to threaten and weaken me, but with faith | declare
that Christ and the church are much stronger than you. Why are you still here? Our Lord has
already destroyed you through the death on the cross. Satan, the Devil, return to the cross!
The cross is where you belong for now, and the lake of fire is your eternal dwelling place."
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. And can it be that | should gain

3. He left His Father’s throne above,
So free, so infinite His grace;
Emptied Himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam’s helpless race:
" Tis mercy all, immense and free;
For, O my God, it found out me.

" Tis mercy all, immense and free;
For, O my God, it found out me.

An int'rest in the Savior’s blood?

Died He for me, who caused His pain?
For me, who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love! how can it be

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?
Amazing love! how can it be

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

. 'Tis mystery all! The Immortal dies! 4. Long my imprisoned spirit lay

Who can explore His strange design?
In vain the firstborn seraph tries

To sound the depths of love Divine!

" Tis mercy all! let earth adore,

Let angel minds inquire no more.

" Tis mercy all! let earth adore,

Let angel minds inquire no more.

Fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray,
| woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
| rose, went forth, and followed Thee.
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
| rose, went forth, and followed Thee.

5. No condemnation now | dread;
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness Divine,
Bold | approach the eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own.
Bold | approach the eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own.



