JaNBN W12 The Building of the Bride: I. The building of
God is the central matter in the entire Bible; the bride
of Christ is the building of the Triune God— “Jehovah

God built the rib, which He had taken from the man
into a woman and brought her to the man” (Gen,
The entire Bible may be likened to a building
manual; the revelation concerning the garden of Eden,
as the beginning of the divine revelation in the Holy
Scriptures, and the revelation concerning the New
Jerusalem, as the ending of the divine revelation in the
Holy Scriptures, reflect each other. E What is revealed
in these two parts of the Scriptures is the central
thought of God, the central line of the divine revelation,
and a controlling principle of the interpreting and
understanding of the Holy Scriptures:ﬂ Genesis 1and 2
are the blueprint of God's organic architectural plan to
have His divine building; God's desire is to build Christ
into our intrinsic constitution so that our entire being
will be reconstituted with Christ; in this way God may
gain a corporate man to express Him in His image and
to represent Him with His authority. E Revelation 21
and 22 are the photograph of the finished building, the
corporate expression of the Triune God; the New
Jerusalem is the reflection and fulfillment of the divine
revelation concerning the garden of Eden. E Christ will
come back as the Bridegroom to marry His bride, who
will be the totality of the overcomers; this building up
by the overcomers in this age is for the initial
consummation of the New Jerusalem in the kingdom
age and eventually for the full consummation of the
New Jerusalem in the new heaven and new earth. Rev.
21:2 And | saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult,
and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the
Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.
8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in
fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the
righteousnesses of the saints. E By the continual
working of the Holy Spirit through all the centuries, this
goal will be attained at the end of this age; then the
bride, the overcoming believers, will be ready, and the
kingdom of God will come. E The corporate bride, the
New Jerusalem, will fulfill the two aspects of the
purpose of God; first, the New Jerusalem will be the full
expression of God in God's full image for His glory;
second, this New Jerusalem will subdue the enemy,
conquer the earth, and exercise God's authority with

His dominion over the entire universe. E When we as
God's people enter into a love relationship with God,
we receive His life, just as Eve received the life of Adam;
it is this life that enables us to become one with God
and makes Him one with us. [[Nge]g€lels ElgloRa[Yollele]l(c
to be one, there must be a mutual love between them);
the love between God and His people unfolded in the
Bible is primarily like the affectionate love between 3
MERIETIERWelosEIalA As God's people love God and
spend time to fellowship with Him in His word, God
infuses them with His divine element, making them
one with Him as His spouse, the same as He is in life,
nature, and expression. E God first loved us in that He
infused us with His love and generated within us the
love with which we love Him and the brothers. 1 John
4:21 And this commandment we have from Him, that
he who loves God love his brother also. EThe life which
we have received from God is a life of love; Christ lived
in this world a life of God as love, and He is now our life
so that we may live the same life of love in this world
and be the same as He is. E Our natural love must be
put on the cross; one difference between God's love
and our natural love is that it is very easy for our natural
love to be offended. E We must be persons who are
flooded with and carried away by the love of Christ; the
divine love should be like the rushing tide of great
waters toward us, impelling us to live to Him beyond
our own control. 2Cor.5:14 For the love of Christ
constrains us because we have judged this, that One
died for all, therefore all died; E The commandment
regarding brotherly love is both old and new: old,
because the believers have had it from the beginning
of their Christian life; new, because in their Christian
walk it dawns with new light and shines with new
enlightenment and fresh power again and again. The
Body builds itself up in love to become Christ's bride;
our God-given, regenerated spirit is a spirit of love; we
need a burning spirit of love to conquer the
degradation of today's church. [g| “Knowledge puffs up,
but love builds up” (1 Cor. 8:1b); loving one another is
a sign that we belong to Christ; loving to be first in the
churchis versus loving all the brothers. ﬂJust asthe Lord
Jesus laid down His soulife so that we might have the
divine life, we need to lose our soul-life and deny the
self to love the brothers and minister life to them in the
practice of the Body life for the preparation of Christ's
bride. Love is the most excellent way for us to be
anything or do anything for the building up of the




church as the organic Body of Christ. ([IRWglEle ATl
what God did in order to produce a counterpart fo

Himself; Genesis 2 reveals a picture of Christ and His Hi

God in Christ as the real, universal Husband, who is
seeking a wife for Himself. Eph.5:32 This mystery is
great, but | speak with regard to Christ and the church.
E “Jehovah God said, It is not good for the man to be
alone; | will make him a helper as his counterpart.”
(Gen.2:18) EFrom the ground God formed every
animal of the field and every bird of heaven and
brought them to Adam, “and the man gave names to
all cattle and to the birds of heaven and to every animal
of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper
as his counterpart.”(Gen 2:20) E The wife must be the
same as the husband in life, nature, and expression;
among the cattle, the birds, and the animals Adam did
not find a complement for himself, one that could
match him. Gen.2:23 And the man said, This time this
is bone of my bones / And flesh of my flesh; / This one
shall be called Woman / Because out of Man this one
was taken. Eln order to produce a complement for
Himself, God first became a man, as typified by God's
creation of Adam.E “Jehovah God caused a deep sleep
to fall upon the man, and he slept; and He took one of
his ribs and closed up the flesh in its place” (Gen.2:21):
ﬂAdam's deep sleep for the producing of Eve as his wife
typifies Christ's death on the cross for the producing of
the church as His counterpart. Eln the Bible, sleep
means death. E Christ's death is the life-releasing, life-
imparting, life-propagating, life multiplying, and life-
reproducing death, which is signified by the grain of
wheat falling into the ground to die and to grow up in
order to produce many grains for the making of the
loaf, which is the Body, the church. John.12:24 Truly,
truly, | say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into
the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit. HThrough Christ's death the divine
life within Him was released, and through His
resurrection His released divine life was imparted into
His believers for the constituting of the church.
EThrough such a process God in Christ has been
wrought into man with His life and nature so that man
can be the same as God in life and nature in order to
match Him as His counterpart. (€ "And Jehovah God
built the rib, which He had taken from the man, into a
woman and brought her to the man." (Gen. 2:22):
ﬂThe rib taken from Adam's opened side typifies the

unbreakable, indestructible eternal life of Christ, which
flowed out of His pierced side to impart life to His
believers for the producing and building up of the
church as His counterpart: EGenesis 2:22 does not say
that Eve was created but that she was built; the
building of Eve with the rib taken from Adam's side
typifies the building of the church with the resurrection
life released from Christ through His death on the cross
and imparted into His believers in His resurrection.
EThe church as the real Eve is the totality of Christin all
His believers; the church is the reproduction of Christ;
other than Christ's element, there should be no other
element in the church. Only that which comes out of
Christ with His resurrection life can be His complement
as His bride; the church is a pure product out of Christ;
the church is “Christly,” “resurrectionly,” and heavenly.
HAdam and Eve, being one, lived a married life together
as husband and wife; this portrays that in the New
Jerusalem the processed and consummated Triune
God as the universal Husband will live a married life
with the redeemed, regenerated, transformed, and
glorified humanity as the wife, forever. ﬂ In the eternity
that is without end, by the divine, eternal, and
surpassingly glorious life, they will live a life that is the
mingling of God and man as one spirit, a life that is
superexcellent and that overflows with blessings and
joy.

In the latter half of July, 43 college-aged
brothers and sisters from Hsinchu and Miaoli came to
Kobe for about ten days to labor together with us in the
gospel. In addition, four responsible brothers from
Hsinchu also came during the last four days to join the
fellowship. We were deeply moved simply by the fact
that these young saints came all the way for the sake
of the gospel. They were not only well-dressed and
orderly, but most of all, we were amazed by how active
and powerful their prayers were. During the times of
singing and pray-reading before going out, we enjoyed
a fresh and rich flow of the Spirit. Despite the intense
summer heat, they went out with us morning, noon,
and night to preach the gospel. Seeing these young
ones burning with love for the Lord, with love for the
Japanese people, and full of zeal to preach the gospel,
the saints in Kobe were also greatly encouraged and
rekindled. The Lord richly blessed this gospel
propagation, and in the end, 15 people were saved.
Praise the Lord!



