YA kB 2148 Christ Coming with Reward and Punishment, a
Lamp Shiningina Dark Place, and Christ Appearing Privately ta
His Overcomers as the Moming Star: . “Behold, | come quickly,
and My reward is with Me to render to each one as his work
Y EYAPPAVIRE The Lord repeats His waming, “l come
quickly”, sothat we will consider His reward, to be rendered at
His coming back. E At the Lord's coming, this reward will be
rendered to each one of the believers, after their rapture, at
the judgment seat of Christ. E The Greek word translated
“reward” in Revelation 22:12 means ”wages."E When the
Lord Jesus comes again to possess the kingdom, He will
reward or punish all those who belong to Him:ﬂ Some wiil
receive His punishment because the Lord's word “My reward
is with Me” implies that there is not only reward but also
punishmentE In keeping with this, in Revelation 22:7 the Lord
dedlared, “l come quickly. Blessed is he who keeps the words
of the prophecy of this scroll.” E He who keeps the words of
the prophecy of Revelation is blessed because he will be
rewarded.E The reward we receive on that day has much to
dowith ouratt'rtudetoday:E 1 Corinthians 3:8 says that we will
be rewarded according to our labor. 1 Cor. 3:8 Now he who
plants and he who waters are one, but each will receive his
own reward according to his own Iabor.E In Matthew 16:27
the Lord Jesus said that at His coming back He will reward us
according to our doings. Matt. 16:27 For the Son of Man isto
comeinthegloryof His Father with Hisangels, and then He will
repay each manaccordingto his doings.E Etemalsalvationhas
nothing to do with our works, but the kingdom reward will be
altogether according to our works that we have done by the
Lord's life after being saved. E Every saved one will be
manifested before the judgment seat of Christ so that each
one may receive the things done through the body according
to what he has practiced, whether good or bad; those who
practice good will receive a reward, and those who practice
evil will receive punishment. 2 Cor. 5:10 For we must all be
manifested before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one
may receive the things done through the body according to
what he has practiced, whether good or bad.E We will stand
before the judgment seat and give the Lord an account
conceming all our past living, walk, and conduct; it is because
of this that even the apostle Paul says that he dared not
examine himself, but He who examined him was the Lord.E
The way we serve and work for the Lord after we are saved is
agreat matter.[ Paul says, “If anyone's work which he has buitt
upon the foundation remains, he will receive areward”(1 Cor.
3:14).! When the Lord comes back, there will be a judgment;
in that judgment He will determine whether we will receive a
reward or punishment. E The reward will be decided by the

judgment seat of Christ: “We must all be manifested before
the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the
things done through the body according to what he has
practiced, whethergood orbad” (2 Cor. 5:10) IRz VEligs
prophetic word made more firm, to which you do well to give
heed as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns
and the moming star rises in your hearts" (2Pet.1:19):

likens the word of prophecy in the Scripture to a lamp shining
in a dark pIace:ﬂ This indicates that this age is a dark place in
the dark night, and all the people of this world are movingand
acting in darkness. Rom.13:12 The night is far advanced, and
the day has drawn near. Let us therefore cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the weapons of light. E The
prophetic word of the Scripture, as the shining lamp to the
believers, conveys spiritual light that shines in their darkness
(not merely knowledge in letters for their mental
apprehension), guiding them to enter into a bright day, even
to pass through the dark night until the day of the Lord's
appearing dawns. E Before the Lord as the sunlight appears,
we need this word as light to shine over our footsteps. E The
daydawnsisametaphorillustratinga coming time that willbe
full of light, as a bright day dawning, with the moming star
rising, before its dawning, in the hearts of the believers, who
areilluminated and enlightened by giving heed to the shining
word of prophecy in the Scripture: ﬂ In the time of apostasy
the believers do well to give heed in this matter, that the
propheticword, as a lamp, may shine through the darkness of
apostasy until such a day dawns upon them.E This will cause
and encourage them to eamestly seek the Lord's presence
and bewatchful sothattheywillnot miss the Lordin the secret
part of His coming (parousia), when He will come as a thief. E
This metaphor must allude to the coming age, the age of the
kingdom, as a day that will dawn at the appearing (the
coming) of the Lord as the Sun of righteousness, whose light
will shine to break through the gloom of the dark night of this
age. H Preceding this, in the darkest hour of the night the Lord
will appear as the moming star to those who are watchfuland
looking for His dear appearing. 2Tim.4:8 Henceforth there is
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, with which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, will recompense mein that day, and not
only me but also all those who have loved His appearing.
Rev.2:28 And to him | will give the moming star. E They have
been enlightened by the shining of the prophetic word, which
is able to lead them to the dawning day. E if we give heed to
the word in the Bible, which shines as a lamp in a dark place,
we will have His rising in our hearts to shine in the darkness of
apostasy where we are today, before His actual appearing as
ITEE . ' am the Rootand the Offspring of David,




the bright moming star’' (Rev.22:16b):A{6liS AW el ¥=gi ')
by the heavenly luminaries, the lights, is the bright moming
star. E At His coming back Christ will be the rising sun to His
people generally but the moming star to His watchful lovers
paru'culady.E The latter will be a reward to the overcomers: "
will give the moming star." (Rev.2:28)E Christ as the Rootand
Offspring of David is related to Israel and the kingdom,
whereas His being the bright moming star is related to the
church and the rapture.E The moming star appears before
the darkest hour, priortothe dawn.ﬁ Thegreat tribulation will
be this darkest time, after which the day of the kingdom will
dawn; this indicates that Christ will appear as the bright
moming star in the darkest time, prior to the dlose of this age.
E In the kingdom the Lord will appear publicly to His people as
the sun, but before the great tribulation He will appear
privately to His overcomers as the moming star to rapture
them. E The bright moming star will appear only to the
watchful ones. [ The slumbering believers will not see the
moming star; they will see Christ only as the sun in a general
way. ! The watchful ones will have the priority to taste the
freshness of His presence at His coming back after a long
absence. E The entire Bible concludes with the desire for the
Lord's coming expressed as a prayer. ﬂ John's prayer in
Revelation 22:20 is the last prayer in the Bible. "He who
testifies these things says, Yes, | come quickly. Amen. Come,
Lord Jesus!" (Rev.22:20)Rev.22:7 And behold, | come quickly.
Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this
scroII. When the co-worker from Taiwan, Brother
Ling Hong, came to Kobe for the New Year Conference in
January 2025, he told Brother Boki and me, “In order to
strengthen the testimony in all of Japan, a large meeting hallis
needed in the Kansai region.” Later, at a responsible brothers’
meeting before the conference, he shared the same burden
with the responsible brothers in Kansai. We immediately
began searchingfora property, but we could notfind anyland
larger than 200 tsubo (about 661m?). Then, at the responsible
brothers meeting during the National Conference in
September, Brother Lin spoke again conceming the same
burden. After that, we had many detailed times of fellowship
with him. His main points were as follows: @ The location
must have excellent access to trains and highways. @ it
should not be inthe very center of the city, but in a convenient
area where the property can be purchased at a relatively
reasonable price. @ it must be suitable for regular use. @
The land must be at least 200 tsubo (about 661 m?). (5) It
must be awellshaped lot with a wide frontage. (Conditions 1—
5 were mandatory.) @ it would be preferable if there were
a university campus nearby. @ If possible, it should be in a

highly visible location along a main road. (Conditions 6 and 7
were desirable.) Kobe, which would use the facility
regularty, would bear half of the cost, and the other half would
be bome by the saints throughout Japan (25% by Westem
Japan and 25% by Eastem Japan).

| received his speaking as the Lord’s speaking and prayed:
“Lord Jesus, thank You for speaking through Brother Lin. |
want, by Your mercy, torealize Your burden. A large meeting
hall is needed in Kansai to strengthen the testimony
throughout Japan. Please supply us and lead us. Even now,
during the conferences, as many as 500 saints gather, and
the Uozakimeeting hallis too smallto meet Your need. Lord,
grant us a large meeting hall.” And “Lord, in order to
accelerate this matter, please provide a spedific property
before the conference in May.” Praise the Lord! The Lord
heard this prayer and, on Tuesday, April 13, He showed us a
property in Nishinomiya-Kitaguchi that had been listed that
very day. The property was 327 tsubo (1,081 m? and priced at
450 million yen. The following day, brother Boki, brother
Nishino, and brother Kasai (by phone) also reviewed the
property. We also fellowshipped with brother Kishida and
brother Suzuki from JGW. That same moming, | formally
communicated to the real estate broker our intention to
purchase the property for 420 million yen. The seller's agent
responded that, since the property had just been listed, 420
million yen would be difficult to accept. However, on Friday,
April 17, a meeting was arranged with the seller's major real
estate company, and during that meeting they themselves
proposed a price of 410 million yen. | was astonished. At the
same time, | realized that the Lord’s marvelous hand was
clearty at work. Then, on the aftemoon of Tuesday, April 28,
we were able to sign the contract for this property, with
payment due by the end of June. Hallelujah! Everything was
completed intimeforthe conference held fromMay 2to4. At
that conference, brother Wu and brother Tao, sent by brother
Lin, repeatedly and very dlearly fellowshipped conceming the
burden for the large meeting hall in Nishinomiya-Kitaguchi,
with a total projected cost of 800 million yen. The saints in
Westem Japan rejoiced greatly and warmly received this
fellowship. We wererichly blessed by paying dlose attentionto
the speaking of the leading co-workers. As the intemational
situation changes rapidly, we desire to be strengthened by the
sevenfold intensified Spirit and to keep pace with the Lord’s
swift move. Amen. Lord Jesus, come!



